HIV infection in women and children. Special concerns in prevention and care.
Unfortunately, HIV infection continues to spread rapidly among women in the United States, and infected women still have a poorer outcome than do infected men. Prevention, early diagnosis, and facilitation of care in women are critical to both their own and their children's health. Fortunately, significant advances continue to be made in prevention of HIV transmission to children. Not only HIV experts but also primary care physicians play an important role in identification and care of HIV-infected women and children. In addition, prevention of HIV infection requires the efforts of professionals throughout the healthcare spectrum.